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NIGHT RIDING 
 
Nighttime operation can be dangerous because a rider’s ability 
to see and be seen by fellow motor vehicle operators is limited.  
It is recommended that riders adjust their riding behavior to 
compensate for this limited visibility.  This adjustment includes 
reducing cycle speed, maximizing headlight usage and 
increasing following distance.  This cautious riding strategy will 
provide riders with an opportunity to safely pass obstacles and 
traffic hazards that may interfere with safe operation.   
 
Massachusetts law requires riders to use their headlights one-
half (½) hour after sunset and one-half (½) hour before 
sunrise.    
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